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Earlier this week, David Storobin, the Republican running in the March 20 special election for ex-Sen. Carl Kruger’s old seat, confidentally announced at a Brooklyn Young Republican meeting that the Senate majority is putting a “tremendous” amount of money into his campaign, adding: “In the last ten years, all of the money that all of the other candidates got times ten is not even close to what we’re getting.”

According to the 32-day pre-special election filing that Storobin’s campaign just posted, the SRCC has transferred just $27,000 into his campaign to date, with just over a month remaining in this race. UPDATE1: The Senate Republican Campaign Committee’s filing is now up, and reflects $40,353 worth of spending on Storobin’s behalf. That’s still not a lot compared to what the GOP has spent on past specials. No word yet on what the state GOP has spent. 

The deadline for filings reporting spending on the March 20 special elections (there are five – this Senate race and four Assembly contests) is today. So far, no SRCC reports are appearing on the state Board of Elections website, so it’s possible there are direct expenditures on the race by the committee on Storobin’s behalf that haven’t yet appeared on-line. 

Storobin also received $500 from the Kings County Conservative Party. No individual senators – not even Majority Leader Dean Skelos – contributed a dime. 

The attorney and political newcomer loaned $50,000 to his campaign. He also owes $18,000 to Danu Media for a “radio contract.” 

Overall, Storobin started this period, which started on Jan. 15, with $112,062 on hand. He raised $50,991 and spent $34,653. He has $128,400 on hand. 

The filing for Storobin’s Democratic opponent, NYC Councilman Lew Fidler, isn’t yet on-line. As of mid-January, he had $406,070 on hand. 

UPDATE2: Fidler’s spokeswoman Jennifer Krinsky sent over this comment: 

“With claims of campaign donations that don’t exist and disappearing blog rants, Mr. Storobin seems better suited to run for Senator of Fantasyland than in Brooklyn.”
UPDATE3: A reader forwarded this mailer that was sent on Storobin’s behalf. But according to the fine print, it was paid for by the state GOP, not the Senate Republicans. To be fair, they could be waiting for the final weeks of the campaign for a last-minute blitz of cash on Storobin’s behalf. 

But since Fidler is favored to win this special election, perhaps the GOP is husbanding its (considerable) resources for the main event this fall and hoping to get rid of him through redistricting. 
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